Historic Saluda

Saludadés Main Street, the townds business districts W
unique historic and ardeictural character. Besides the business district, many other structures close to downtown ar
historic interest.

The arrival of the Spartanburg and Asheville Railroad
the town of Smuda. Because this location was the terminus of the railroad for well over a yearesrduep were quick to

provide services for both railway workers and travelers. Retail establishments, hotels, boarding houses, and other sl
businesses quicklypsang up along the railroad. Real estate development followed quickly with many summer homes be
built on the hillsides above the railroad.long held belief in the health giving qualities of the mountain air was used by bott
the railroad and real ede developers to promote travel and tourism. The ease of travel provided by railways connect
Charl est on, Col umbi a, Spartanbur g, and the entire sou

In 1881, the town was incorporated as Salandby 1896, theyearround population had grown to 250. By 1910 the town
boasted a population of 521, and by 1916 the town had a law office, bank, barber shop, two blacksmith shops, three bt
contractors, two dentists, two druggists, four general merchants, opiahaosighteen hotels and boarding houses, four
churches, two photographers, two doctors, two plumbers, a seminary, a power and light plant, and one undertaker. E
1920s an increasing number of visitors were choosing to build vacation homes,dupiueding the summer community

The Great Depression ofthe 1830 cr i ppl ed t he townds gr owt mwlkich dontihuediron
the 1978. Even the podtorld War Il economic boom, stimulated by the growth of paved roadsworhabile tavel, by-
passed Salwuda for the most part. Yet , this very steae
preservation. Today the town would be redegble to a visitor of the 1920s. Beginning with the 08@e tow has
witnessed an economic revival due intgarits hometown quality remiscent of a bygone era. The town now attracts day
visitors, overnight guests, vacation home owners, and yeaneound residents.

A Walking Tour of Historic Saluda
Begin your walk on the west end of town at the corner of Main and Carolina Streets:

1. Norfolk and Sout her n Rpainl8%8dha rilroad wAsthe iprimaryagon fartthe &vantual 6 s
creation of the town of Saludat that location The railroad grade from Melrose, halfway down the mountain, is the
steepest mainline grade in the eastern U. S. The early history of the railroad contains many stodeggftrains and
derailments. Despite technologial improvements in braking systems, for safety reasons the trains were broker
sections at the foot of the mountain and in Saluda and with helper engines ascended and descended the mountain.

2. Saluda Community Library, circa 1919: This structure with a stepped parapet roofline has provided commercial spac
sever al business over the years, the most noteworthy
and vsitors alike. The building was donated for use as the new library by the Nolan Pace family and renovated \
funds generated by extensive community support. The library opened in December of 2000.

3. Saluda Presbyterian Church, circa 1896: Whileionga | | y f uncti oning as a fAcommu
itself with the King?os ltsMonaoularaptinc Revival styeyréflected in tie nwo st&gd 4 .
entrance tower, pointed arelindows, carvd rafter ends, decorativaavebrackets on the tower, decorative facing at the
front gable pela and a doubleaf entrance lwmounted by a decorative triangular pediment. The interior has
experienced considerable alteration but many elements of the original construction &e visib

4. Saluda Station, da 1910: (Summer House and Mdteeet Salon) The station was movedl983 fromthe railroad
siding west of the highway overpass. In this stick style influenced building notice the flared hipped roof with eye
vents, widey overhanging broad eaves, andr@@an siding.

5. Saluda Realty and Estate Antiquespa-contributing building: Originally a Gulttation, this handsome building was
remodeled in 1985 to reflect the style of the depot next doat.the rear of thé property are two businessDuck
Alley, which was constructed and opened in 2@0® Salamandewhich was omjinally constructed as a Laundnat in
the early 1970s.)

6. Saluda City Hall, circa 1897: T h ec ldaescsoircaat li ov ed eptrae
building unique in Saluda. The building functioned as a general store and later as the Carolina Sate Bank which fc
during the Great Depression. The old wallbank \ault has been retained and dooes to serve thetgi Today, the
left half of the building serves as the police department and the right half as City Hall.

7. Spring Par k: | mmedi ately behind City Hall, this sp
residents. The spring wast@imed and landscaped in 1980.

8. Pebbledash Building, circa 191¢@Estate Antiques AnnexX)ne of two pebbledash buildings in town, this structure has an
exterior treatment that was popularized in Biltmore Village by the English architect Richapd Shigin beginning in
1896. The building has functioned at various times as a hardware and building supply store, a feed store, a cleane
pressing club, and more recently a gift shop and now a florist shop.



9. Old Telephone Company, circa 193(Rising Man TradersThe Appalachian State Telephone Company opdraiom
this building beginning witlsixteen crank telephones. Ed Leland bought the company in 1936. In 194%s|and
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converted the system gelf-dial, makng it the first in the county to use this technological innovation. In addition, the
Saluda Magazinevas published from this building between 1936 and 1938.

10. The Purple Onion and Heartwood Gallery, circa 1930: Both of these single story structuties) spegorative
brickwork on their facades have served a number of
was a grocery store while Heartwoodo6s space served ¢

11.Thompsonds Store andl OnéafrtwoddentidalViaih Street brildings, ahis ®tdry structure and
M. A. Paceds wer e tbresial aboutfthe samaitene. Trassbusigessopmgatad by the Lola Ward
family at this locatiorfrom 1941 until 2007after moving fom one half of the M. A. Pace building. The facade exhibits
a decorative panel and corbel ed hueinterikr atmasphare is rensdent pfi ¢
an earlier era. The grill serves as a gathering place, especiagriprisers.

12. Old Post Office Building, circa 1910{(Mountain Life Realty) Sharing many of the decorative brick features of the

adj acent buil dings, this structure served as the t
compaly office and is currentlpccupied bya real estate business. For many years the second floor was the office of o
of the townds earliest doctor s, Dr . E . M. Sal l ey.

13. Saluda Grade Café, 1993, a rmontributing building: The original building was tadown after years of neglect. The
current building was constructed with a careful eye to the details of adjacent structures.

14. Green River Hair StudjoRandom Arts, Sterling Stonesirca 1920 a noncontributing building: This building lost its
ardhitectural integrity due to extensive alterationsie $tructure began life abe Princess Theatre in the 1820After
closing its doors during the Great Depression, the structure was used as a gymnasium for Saluda High School.

15.M. A. Pace Storegirca 1910: This building is the most intact structure in the historic district. The shelving and most
the furnishings are original. The M. A. Pace businbas beem per at ed by the same f a
construction. The second flooals been variously a doctords office,
beauty parlor, and later a storage area.

16. Frozen Clock and Somewhere in Time, circa 1920, acootributing building: this sticture wasi moder ni ze d o
to acommodate a Western Auto store. Earlier the building housed a meat market and a Star automobile dealership.

17.Bi ddi e 0 s cireanl92D:gThidwlding, although partially remodeled, features a fagade with twoseddsick
panels beneath a ddet cornice and a stepped parapet along the roofline to hide the shed roof. At various times t
building has been used as an insurance agency, a pool hall, a restaurant, a barber shop, a pharmacy, and a bakery.

18. Saluda Wine & Cheese Markatirca 1930: @ened in the 1939 as an authorized Standard Oil station, this small
building was typical of the period with its red tile parapets at each cofflee. station closed in the 195@&nd the
structure was slightly remodeled at that time to create shopsspace

Additional buildings of historic interest located just outside the business district:

19. Church of the Transfiguration, circa 1889 221 nf ant sé and Chilcadldldn 6 s
20. Saluda Methodist Church, circa 1882 23. E. H. Gaines Building, circa 1937
21. Summer Social Club and Library, circa 1900 24. Saluda Inn (Charlton Leland), circa 1914

(Brochure compliments of the Saluda Business Associdtiogmvw.saluda.con) 11/1/209
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